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Overview

This class is intended to be a music appreciation class where students will be exposed to a wide variety of musical genres. Students will explore how music has impacted society; discussing both positive and negative effects. Students will also delve into the history of music (specifically that influenced by the guitar) and how it has evolved over the past half century. Students will be required to research significant historical events involving the music industry and write position papers defining how the feel music has influenced our society. 

As part of the class, students will be introduced to playing the guitar. Basic guitar theory will be presented, including: scales, chords and tablature. The intent of this component of the course is to foster an interest in playing the guitar by providing students with a foundation where they may choose to take more advanced instruction.

Computer technology will also be included in this option, as students will utilize music programs such as “Garage Band” and “iMovie” as they integrate technology by creating recordings of their music performances. The use of technology will enrich our students learning experience in this option.

Proposed Outline

1. Music Appreciation

a. The student will recognize the impact music has on our society.

i. Impact of music in marketing, politics…

b. The student will gain an appreciation for a variety of musical genres.

i. Explore links between genres.

ii. Identify and discuss different styles of music (mood)

2. Guitar Styles

a. Introduction of the Guitar

i. Parts of the Guitar

ii. Tuning

b. Introduction and Skill Development

i. Scales

ii. Chord Progressions

iii. Tablature

c. Artistic Creation

i. Original composition/arrangements

ii. Learning to use Garage Band & iMovie
During each month we will be discussing a different decade in musical history beginning in the 1960’s and ending with current music. The following is a basic break-down of the major events and musicians that we will be focusing on.

	Unit
	Topic
	Month

	1960’s
	· British Invasion

· Woodstock

· Beach Bands

· Country Rock

· Politically influenced music focusing on the Vietnam War
	September

	1970’s
	· The beginning of Heavy Metal

· Southern Rock

· Punk Rock

· Country Rock & Blues

· Folk
	October

	1980’s
	· M.T.V. Emergence of Rock & Roll Video

· Michael Jackson

· Hair Bands

· Live Aid / Farm Aid  (Rock for Charity)
	November

	1990’s
	· Grunge

· Rap

· Boy Bands / Girl Bands

· Pop-Punk

· Garth Brooks
	December

	2000’s
	· Music & the internet (Metallica vs. Napster)

· YouTube

· Britney Spears, Jessica Simpson (Teen influence)

· iPod & iTunes
	January

	Throughout the semester we will be highlighting the greatest guitarists of each decade.  Eddie Van Halen, Jimi Hendrix, Chet Atkins, Duane Allman, Angus Young….


Supplies

You will need to have the following:

· Guitar (Don’t forget a few picks)

· Binder with dividers, Paper, Pen, 

Class Rules

· DO NOT BE LATE!!!
· Come to class ready to participate.
· Treat other people and their property with respect.
· When you give respect, you receive respect.

	Evaluation Breakdown

	Participation

Monthly Projects

Quizzes

Final Project
	15%

	
	50%

	
	5%

	
	30%

	
	

	Total
	100%
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